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The aims of the Society are: 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all aspects of entomology, 
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(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect species, 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere all persons interested in 
entomology. 


MEETINGS 

The Society's meetings are held at room AG17, La Trobe University Carlton Campus, 625 
Swanston Street, Carlton, Melway reference Map 2B E10 at 8 p.m. on the third Friday of even 
months, with the possible exception of the December meeting which may be held earlier. Lectures 
by guest speakers or members are a feature of many meetings at which there is ample opportunity 
for informal discussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also conducted by 
members on their own particular interest so that others may participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
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Associate Member 


$20.00 

$16.00 (Over 100 km from GPO Melbourne) 

$12.00 

S 5.00 (No News Bulletin) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail of the news bulletin. Associate 
Members, resident at the same address as, and being immediate relatives of an ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive the Society's publications but in all other respects rank as ordinary 
Members. 


Cover design by Alan Hyman. 

Cover illustration of Synlesles weyersii tilyardi (O.: Synlcstidea) e? by Catherine Symington. 


MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 13 DECEMBER 1996 


The President, A. Kellehear, opened the General Meeting at 8.10 pm 

Present: L. Barrow, P. Carwardine, D. Dobrosak, I. Endersby, A. & E. Famworth, 

A. Kellehear, R. MacPherson, R. Vagi. 

Visitors: M. Endersby 

Apologies: D. & J. Holmes. 

Minutes: Minutes of the 18 October General Meeting [Vic. Ent. 26(6): 105] were passed 

with the correction of Dr Archbold’s mis-spelt name on page 106 (I. Endersby/R. MacPherson). 

Treasurer's Report: 

The Treasurer reported that the Society's accounts were as follows: General Account: $4,583, 
Lc Souef Award Account: $3,268. Membership: 97. 


Editor's Report: 

The Editor reported that enough articles were in hand for the next issue of Victorian 
Entomologist but articles were needed for the February issue The cover of next year’s 
Victorian Entomologist will not have a stippled surface due to printing problems experienced 
by the printers with this type of paper. The Editor will attempt to find a suitable “patterned” 
card for the cover of next year’s issues of the news bulletin. 

Excursion Report: 

D. Dobrosak, on behalf of P. Carwardine reported on the Society’s survey of the Kinglake 
National Park. The survey was attended by fourteen members and friends. The field trip started 
with a transect along Captains Creek Road followed by lunch and an examination of the Island 
Creek Picnic area. After lunch a few adventurous souls trekked to the summit of Andrews Hill 
where nothing was seen save for a few browns and skippers near the summit. A few members 
examined the Mt Beggary area on the way back to Melbourne. 

It was pointed out at the meeting that the late starting time of the Excursion (11 AM), and a 
split of the party at the staring point led to a disorganised day and late “official” lunch. The 
organiser undertook to ensure future excursions would be better planned. 

Please send your records (to genus level if possible; species level for well known insects such as 
butterflies) of the survey to D. Dobrosak and contact D. Dobrosak if you require assistance in 
identifying any specimens. 

Correspondence: 

• Society for Insect Studies Circular No 57 

• Inscctarium of Victoria news letter 

• An updated list of Schedules 2 & 3 to the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 from the 
Department of Natural Resources and the Environment (DNRE). 

• The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. notification of Open Day on 1 March 1997. 

• The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. letter advising of an agreement of closer tics with 
the Entomological Society of Victoria Inc. 
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The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. Notification of Proposed survey of Glynns 
reserve, Warrandyte. 

Australian Journal of Entomology 35(4) 


General Business: 

Butterfly Software: David Crosby was contacted by the President. David agreed to accept the 
Society’s terms for the supply of ENTRECS data to the Butterfly Distribution CD ROM set up 
by Paul Gullan. 

Application for membership: An application for membership from L. Hunt has been received 
by the Society. 

Membership lists: It was pointed out at the General Meeting that the Society’s list of members 
(published every even year) docs not include associate members. It was agreed that associate 
members and their interests should be listed in future. 

Back Issues: The storage problems and possible deterioration of the society’s stock of back 
issues was raised by the Editor. It was resolved that back issues of Victorian Entomologist will 
be offered for sale at the price of SI per issue for all available issues up to 1995. Refer to page 
20 for details. 

CAE progress: No bookings were recorded by the CAE for the Introduction to Insects Course. 

1996 Winner of Zoo Le Sou£f Memorial Award: It was announced that Mr. Bob Hay of 
Manning, WA was the winner of the 1996 Zoo Le Souef Memorial Award. 

Members Night: Exhibits/Presentations 

(1) A. Famworth presented a series of slides of Defence Mechanisms of Insects. The 
excellent photography displayed the following types of defence mechanisms: (a) Camouflagists: 
e.g. grass moths, nymph of longhorn grasshopper, spiny leaf insect and stick insects. 

(b) Illusionists: Insects that use illusion to elude predators e.g. moths with eye markings 

(c) Exhibitionists Insects that are distasteful to predators and hence have bright or prominent 
colouring/markings e.g. cup-moth larvae and (d) Great Cover-Uppers: Insects that hide from 
predators e.g. the nymph of the spittle bug. 

(2) I. Endcrsby presented an excellent series of slides of odonata from the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens together with an introductory session on the identification of Victorian damselflics 
(Odonata:Zygoptcra) based on wing venation. 

(3) D. Dobrosak exhibited a series of live paropsincs, including egg, larval and adult stages 
of Paropsis alomaris. and several unidentified Chrysophtharta species. 

(4) A. Kcllchcar presented complete folders of the popular Shell card of Australian Insects 
and Australian Beetles. These were available from Shell Service Stations in the 1960’s. 


The meeting was closed by the President at 9.50 pm. 
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BIOLOGICAL AND DISTRIBUTIONAL NOTES FOR SOME 
SOUTHERN AUSTRALIAN SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES 

ANDREW ATKINS 

Design Department, The University of Newcastle, Callaghan, NSW. 2308 


Abstract 

Notes arc given on some aspects of the biology of the Procidosan skippers Herimosa albovenala 
and Antipodia alralba from South Australia. An observation of the mating behaviour of 
Trapeziles eliena from coastal New South Wales, and the larva of Anisynta cynone at Mt 
Kaputar, central New South Wales is located. 


Introduction 

A survey of some rare and local or vulnerable Trapezitine skipper butterflies was undertaken in 
the spring of 1995 as part of a Study Leave programme at the University of Newcastle. The 
areas visited areas included central and northern Queensland, southern, central and northern 
Western Australia, southern South Australia and western Victoria. Some of the results of the 
survey will be published elsewhere. Included here are some biological notes compiled in 1995 
for some of tire target species in South Australia. Additional biological notes, obtained in 1996 
arc given for two skippers from New South Wales. 

Discussion 

Herimosa albovenala albovenala (Waterhouse) 

On die 5th October, 1995 eggs of this skipper were located on Stipa sp. in an area 10km cast of 
Peterborough, South Australia. Further south near Brentwood (5km south), York Peninsula, 
adults were common on limestone breakaways in warm sunny weather. An egg was also located 
nearby on a Slipa tussock. 


Antipodia atralba (Tepper) 

Pupae and larvae were observed at West Cape, Innes National Park, southern York Penninsula 
on Galmia ancistrophylla and an adult and empty pupal shelters were observed soudi of 
Moorowic, soudi-wcst of Yorkc Town. I share with Grund (1996) the unexplained absence or 
scarce local populations of this skipper in favourable foodplant localities in South Australia. 
The three species of Antipodia all appear to be successionists, reliant on fresh regrowth that 
follows bush fires, but they also seem vulnerable to these fires if surrounding large-scale 
agricultural development isolates the populations of these skippers. 

Trapeziles eliena (Hewitson) 

Widely distributed in eastern New South Wales this skipper inhabits bushlands from sea level to 
1000m with populations showing a strong variability of the maculation in the underside of die 
hindwing. On the central coast females also exhibit a variation of the ground colour of the 
underside of the hindwing, being orange-brown to plum coloured. At Boat Harbour, Port 
Stephens, the ground colour of the underside of the wings of both sexes is often red-ochre 
(perhaps to match the red granite that surrounds the area). The foodplant here is a broad-leafed, 
stunted blue-grey form of Lomandra nr. Iongifolia that grows on a peaty soil amongst the 
shoreline granite. The following interaction was observed at this locality at 1:45pm EST during 
mild, calm, sunny weather on 19th October, 1996. 
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A freshly emerged female of T. eliena was disturbed from the ground near Lomandra tussocks 
and immediately was intercepted by a worn male that had previously taken a 'territorial' perch 
on a nearby rocky out-crop. The female retreated to a low shrub, followed by the male, which 
landed beside her. Once again the female took flight, pursued by the male. She again landed a 
few metres away, the male landing beside her, immediately twisting his abdominal tip around 
and under that of the female. This time she made no attempt to escape, making no rejection 
'flutter' and remained still with wings closed during copulation. The preceding action lasted less 
than thirty seconds and supports previous observations of the brief courtship of Trapezitine 
skippers (Atkins, 1988). The male and female remained back to back for at least four minutes 
when I placed both in a container with the hope of photographing the couple later. Thirty 
minutes later, when I reached home the couple had parted and they were released. 

Anisynta cynone (Hcwitson) 

Some years ago Ian Common showed me several specimens (in ANIC, Canberra) of a small, 
dark form of this skipper collected at an elevation of 1500m at Mt Kaputar, central western 
New South Wales. On October 10th, 1996 I located two Anisynta larvae (apparently of this 
species) at the base of small Poa nr. sleberana Sprang, snovvgrass tussocks near the summit of 
Mt Kaputar. 

Acknowledgments 

I thank The University of Newcastle, New South Wales for study leave granted for this 
research, and to Jennifer Lobley (Thomas Cook, Charlestown) for interstate travel assistance. 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: 

J.C. 'ZOO' LE SOUfiF MEMORIAL AWARD 


Nominations for the 1997 award are now invited. Details of Background, nomination, etc. were 
published in the December 1992 issue of the Victorian Entomologist and reproduced in the 
February 1996 Issue of the Victorian Entomologist. Nominations must reach the Council at the 
following address by 30 September 1997: 

Entomological Society of Victoria 

66 Wiltonvale Avenue, Hoppers Crossing, Vic. 3029 
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1996 WINNER OF ZOO LE SOUEF MEMORIAL AWARD 

Mr Bob Hay is the 1996 winner of the Zoo Lc Souef Memorial Award. Bob Hay is an amateur 
entomologist who has made an significant contribution to knowledge of the Australian insects 
particularly butterflies. He has studied the butterflies of south western Australia for more than 
twenty years and has freely given his time to assist the work of other entomologists, both 
amateur and professional. A summary of Mr. Hay's contribution to entomology are set out in 
detail below: 

• Discovery and subsequent description of Jalmenus notocrucifer. 

• Substantial assistance to Mr. E.D. (Ted) Edwards of CSIRO in making collections of Sun 
Moths (Castniidae) from Western Australia, including the discovery of several new species. 

• Substantial assistance as a volunteer to the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management on numerous field surveys, including major contributions to the following 
projects: (i) surveys to determine the range of Trapezites waterhouset Mayo and Atkins; (ii) 
surveys to determine the range and life history of A iesodina hayi Edwards and Graham 
(which was named to honour Mr. Hay); (iii) surveys to document the life history and 
distribution of Ogyris otanes near Lccman and Port Denison in Western Australia; (iv) 
surveys to document the life history of Ogyris otanes in the Stirling Range, Western 
Australia; (v) surveys to determine the distribution and life history of Trapezites sp. nov. in 
WA; and (vi) other nonspecific surveys of reserves in the south west of Western Australia. 

• Assistance to Mr. Andrew Atkins of the University of Newcastle, Mr. Andrew Williams of 
CALM, and Mr. M Williams of CALM with researching the fife history of a number western 
Australian butterflies, including Anysinta sphenosema, Mesodina hayi, Hypochrysops 
Ignitus olliffi, Trapezites sclron sciron, Ogyris otanes and Ogyris idmo idmo. 

• Assistance to Dr. Ross Field of the Museum of Victoria in researching the life history of 
Ogyris idmo idmo. 

As a result of his involvement in these projects, Mr. Hay has authored or co-authored the 
following publications: 

• Hay, R. W. (1989) In search of a butterfly. Landscope 4(3):4243. 

• Williams, A.A.E., Hay, R.W. & Bollam, H.H. (1992) New records for six Iycaenid 
butterflies in Western Australia (Lepidoptcra: Lycacnidae). Australian entomological 
Magazine 19:25-27. 

• Williams, M.R., Atkins, A.F., Hay, R.W. & Bollam, H.'H. (1992) The life history of Ogyris 
otanes C. & R. Felder in the Stirling Range, Western Australia (Lepidoptcra: Lycacnidae). 
Australian entomological Magazine 19:55-60. 

• Johnson, S.J, Hay, 31AV. &' Bollam, H.H. (1992) Jalmenus notocrucifer sp; n. 
(Lepidoptcra: Lycacnidae) from south western Australia. Australian entomological 
Magazine 19:69-74. 

• Williams, A.A.E., Williams, M.R., Hay, R.W. & Tomlinson, A.G. (1993) Some 
distributional records and natural history notes on butterflies from Western Australia. 
Victorian Entomologist 23: 126-131. 

• Houston, T. F. (ed.) (1994) Bring Back the Butterflies: Butterfly Gardening for Western 
Australians. WA Museum, Perth. 
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• Williams, M.R., Williams, A.A.E. Lundstrom, T.D., Hay, R.W., Bollam, H.H. and Graham, 
A.J. (1995) Range extensions and natural history notes for some Western Australian 
butterflies. Victorian Entomologist 25:94-96. 

• Williams, M.R., Williams, A.A.E., Lundstrom, T.E. & Hay, R.W. (in press) The 
distribution of Waterhouse's skipper Trapczites walerhousei Mayo and Atkins(Lcpidoptcra: 
Hcspcriidac) in Western Australia. Australian entomologist. 

Mr. Hay has also been involved in a number of activities to promote entomology and 
conservation, including: foundation member of the WA Insect Study Society, voluntary 
assistance to the WA Museum in establishing the Butterfly Gallery and voluntary assistance to 
the Perth Zoo in establishing the Butterfly House. 

The Zoo Lc Souef Memorial Award Committee and Society congratulates Mr Bob Hay on his 
achievements. 





The Inscctarium of Victoria offers numerous activities for 
students and adults of all ages. Itineraries are available for 
sessions of 90 minutes for stopover groups to three day 
invertebrate study camps for students or members of the 
public. 

On display is a comprehensive and easily viewed collection 
of invertebrate specimens including local specimens from 
the Box Ironbark forest of the area. 


The Inscctarium of Victoria has numerous live invertebrate displays . These include the only live 
Tasmanian Giant Crayfish, Astacopsis gouldi, in captivity in mainland Australia to the 
enclosure housing a colony of Macropanesthla cockroaches, the worlds largest cockroach 
species. The most primitive living ants which have a history going back 175 million years in the 
past arc also displayed along with spiders, scorpions, giant snails and the I.B. Pearson Phasmid 
enclosure. 

Location: 

The Inscctarium of Victoria is situated on the Northern Highway at the central Victorian 
township of Heathcotc at 221 Northern Highway, Heathcote. Telephone: 03 54333022 

Opening Hours: 

10 am to 4 pm, 7 days a week (except Christmas day). Evening tours can be arranged by 
appointment. 

Admission: 

Adults (16 yrs and over) $5, Children (4 yrs and over) $2.50, Children under 4 yrs, free. 
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ADDITIONAL RANGE EXTENSIONS, NEW FOODPLANT RECORDINGS AND 
BIOLOGY FOR SOME RARER SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLIES 
INCLUDING THE LIFE HISTORY FOR CANDALIDES CYPROTUS CYPROTUS 

(OLIFF) 

R. GRUND 

9 Parkers Rd, Torrens Park, Adelaide, S.A., 5062 

Abstract 

New distribution and foodplant recordings are given for a number of Hesperiidae, Picridae, 
Nymphalinac and Lycaenidae butterflies occurring within South Australia, and also records of 
attendant ants for some Lycaenidae. Comments are made on the biology of several species 
including the life history of Candalides cyprotus cyprotus (Oliff), documented for the first time 
from South Australia. 


Introduction 

This paper is a follow on to an earlier paper (Grand 1996) and is based mainly upon a 
conservation survey of butterflies undertaken in the southern Flinders Ranges area during 14-26 
October 1996 in conjunction with a vegetation survey undertaken by the State Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 


Discussion 


HESPERIIDAE 


Trapczitcs lutcus luteus (Tepper) 

This butterfly, now absent in much of the southern area of the state, was encountered at several 
areas in the southern Flinders Ranges, from the high range area to the west of Quom and 
Wilmington, to the low ranges of the Orroroo and Peterborough areas. It was exceedingly rare 
except for an area to the south of Orroroo where it was relatively common. At the latter area, 
adult males were hill-topping and females were seen in the.adjoining valleys. The foodplants 
utilized were Lomandra densijlora J.Black and Lomcmdra multiflora dura 
(F.Muell.)T.Macfarl. (Liliaceac), the former being a new record. Its foodplant appears to 
favour the open Callitris woodlands which occur more commonly in the hill areas along the cast 
side of the Flinders Ranges. Immature larvae brought back to Adelaide transferred readily to 
Lomandra nana (A.Lec)A.Lec and it is likely the larvae would cat a wide range of Lomandra 
spp similar to Trapeziles phlgalia. 


Trapczitcs phigalia phigalia (Hewitson) 

This butterfly is now seen to be relatively common in pristine, high woodland areas of the 
Mount Lofty Range, flying from October to early December. The butterfly has recently been 
found to use a number of different Lomandra spp as foodplants, which will be reported in later 
detail by L. Hunt and M. Moore. It has also been seen to lay eggs on Arthropodium strictum 
R.Br. (Liliaceac) although the first instar larvae were not seen to cat the plant and it is unlikely 
it would be suitable as a foodplant as the leaves of this tuberous plant quickly shrivel once the 
onset of summer occurs. Egg laying by the female butterfly is similar to Trapczitcs luteus as 
reported by Fisher (1978). 

Hcrimosa albovcnata albovcnata (Waterhouse) 

This butterfly was found to be widely distributed on the plains in the Carricton, Orroroo and 
Peterborough areas. It was mostly seen in small, pristine spear-grass areas dominated by Stipa 
eremophila Reader (Gramineac-Poaceae), which the butterfly used as a foodplant, (a new 
foodplant record). These remnants were mostly preserved as road verges or in small public and 
privately conserved areas. However, in the Peterborough region there was an unusually large 
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pastoral area in excess of 100 hec, heavily grazed by sheep, in which tire dominant remaining 
grass was Stipa eremophila and upon just about every plant was an egg of H. albovenala, (the 
butterfly was not flying there, although it was at the other areas). Interestingly, adjoining 
paddocks were dominated by introduced pastoral grasses wliicli swamped the S. eremophila, 
and the difference in preservation between the two grassland areas warrants further 
investigation. 

The H. albovenala site at Pumong, north of Murray Bridge, was further investigated with L. 
Hunt in September, and it was found to extend northwards for at another 20 km to Black Hill. 
Stipa eremophila was also found to be a foodplant at these sites in conjunction with the 
previously recorded Stipa scabra falcata (Hughcs)Vick.,SJacobs & Everett (Grand 1996). 
With further surveys it is likely that H. albovenala will be found to be more extensive than 
previously thought, (particularly in pastoral areas free from the damaging effects of agricultural 
spray drift), as its foodplants arc widely distributed throughout the southern half of the state. It 
is also likely that where the butterfly occurs in high numbers, it will be seen to use other spear- 
grasses as foodplants and perhaps Danthonia spp (Gramineac-Poaceae), (as reported by Atkins 
1994). Interestingly, eggs arc always laid on a dead or dried portion of the foodplant. 

Motasingha trimaculata trimaculata (Tcpper) 

A small colony of this butterfly was encountered at an elevated area of the Dutchmans Stem 
Conservation Park, where its foodplant Lepidosperma viscidum R.Br. (Cypcraccae) was 
growing. 


PIERIDAE 

Delias aganippe (Donovan) 

Males of this butterfly were commonly encountered hill-topping in groups of up to six on many 
of the isolated high peaks in the southern Flinders Ranges and also later, near Kimba in the 
northern Eyre Peninsula. Females and their larval colonies were not seen. 

NYMPHALINAE 

Vanessa itca (Fabricius) 

This butterfly was unusually common in the southern Flinders Ranges during the survey, being 
encountered either hill-topping or feeding at eucalypt blossom. It is not known whether this was 
due to the results of migration or whether it was a naturally abundant population resultant from 
breeding in the nearby pastures on the abundant Cape Weed, *Arctotheca calendula 
(Compositac/Astcraccae). 


LYCAENIDAE 

Lucia limbaria Swainson 

A single female butterfly was encountered near its foodplant Oxalis perennans Haw. 
(Oxalidaceac), in a secluded valley location 25 km north of Orroroo, which extends its recorded 
distribution a further 70 km northwards into the Flinders Ranges. 

Ogyris amaryllis meridionalis Bethune-Baker 

This butterfly was very common near its wide range of mistletoe foodplants in the southern 
Flinders Ranges, but was never seen near Amyema linophyllum orientate Barlow or Lysiana 
exocarpi exocarpi (Bchr)Ticghcm (Loranthaceac). Males were often seen to hill-top. 

Ogyris sp aff. idmo ("Mildura Ogyris"?) 

The Waikcrie colony of this very rare butterfly was examined with L. Hunt during early 
October, with the permission of M. Moore the original finder of this major colony. It was found 
the butterfly uses the nests of the aggressive sugar-ant Camponolus terebrans (Lownc), that 
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inhabit the bases of various trees and shrubs, (not just Eucalyptus spp). These included Acacia 
ligulata Cunn. ex Benth. (Lcguminosac/Mimosoideae), Dodonaca viscosa angustissima 
(DC.)J.G.Wcst (Sapindaccac), Eucalyptus cyanophylla Brookcr, E incrassata Labill., E. 
Icplophylla F.MucII. ex Miq. and E. soclalis F.Mucll. ex Miq. (Myrtaccac). It would not 
surprise us if the butterfly would use ant-nests in the open provided suitable material existed at 
the nest entrance for the female to lay her eggs. In an attempt to introduce the butterfly to 
another major colony of C, terebrans distal to VVaikerie, a female was introduced to the ants and 
was promptly attacked. When the female was later caged and introduced to some bark taken 
from near the ant-nest entrance the butterfly promptly laid all her remaining eggs in a cluster of 
47 and then died. 

Although nobody has actually reported seeing the butterfly larval stage to feed on the immature 
ant stages, most lcpidoptcrists feel this to be the case, particularly as the pinned adult butterflies 
usually go greasy after a while, a feature noted to occur in other ant eating Lycacnidae such as 
Acrodipsas Sands. The general ecology of the butterfly habitat suggests that to find further 
colonies of the butterfly, including perhaps O. idmo Hewitson, would first require the finding of 
a major colony of the sugar-ants. The ant and butterfly colony at Waikeric extends over a large 
area and the same was reported by Field (1992) for West Australian species of the Ogyris idmo 
complex. Several major C. terebrans colonies have recently been investigated to the south of 
Adelaide in areas where O. idmo was last seen during the late 19th century, but unfortunately no 
butterflies of the O. idmo complex were present. A. McArthur has reported (pers. comm.) that 
C. terebrans only occurs on sandy soil and is a major coloniser of these areas and is capable of 
forming enormous colonics which are often subject to epidemics of mass mortality, the cause of 
which is presently unknown. The extent of the mortality on the ant colony has not been 
investigated and it is not known what effect this has on the Ogyris spp using the ants as either a 
foodhost or as attendant ants. 

Ogyris genoveva splcndida Tindale 

Males of this butterfly were seen hill-topping at several places near Carrieton and Orroroo. 
Females and their larval colonies were not encountered, although its mistletoe foodplant 
Amyema miquelii (Lehm.cx Miq.)Tieghem (Loranthaceae) was common. 

Ogyris olanc ocela Waterhouse 

Males of this butterfly were also commonly seen hill-topping near Carrieton and Orroroo, in 
association with O. genoveva. Its foodplant Amyema miquelii was common but only one colony 
could be found, in a lowland area around the hills. No colonics were found on the hillsides. The 
attendant ants were Cremalogaslcr sp and the Podomyrma sp brown ant with two yellow dorso¬ 
lateral abdominal spots. In the Mount Lofty Ranges, L. Hunt recently found larvae of this 
butterfly living with Ogyris genoveva genua Waterhouse and being attended by the sugar-ant 
Camponotus consobrinus. 

Ogyris oroctcs apiculata Quick 

This rare butterfly, known to occur in the Finders Ranges, was not encountered during the 
survey. 

Jalmcnus icilius Hewitson 

This butterfly was found to be common on the Willochra and Orroroo Plains and also the Pichi 
Richi Pass areas, where ever its preferred foodplant Acacia victoriac victoriae Benth. 
(Leguminosac/Mimosoideae) was growing. The presence of its attendant ant, a small black 
Iridomyrmex sp, on the Acacia usually meant the early stages of the butterfly were also present. 
The colonics were not prolific, except at Pichi Richi Pass where there was a massive 3 hec 
colony with larvae on every Acacia victoriac, which extended to adjoining Senna artemisioides 
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coriacea (Benth.)Randell (Lcguminosac/Cacsalpinioidcae), (but not to Acacia calamifolia 
Sweet ex Lindley or A. ligulata Cunn. ex Bcnth.). Flying adult butterflies were not seen. 

In the Mount Lofty Ranges the butterfly was recently seen to be colonizing the hills form of 
Acacia retinodcs retlnodes Schldl., in preference to A. pycnantha Bcnth. 

Jalmcnus lithochroa Waterhouse 

This butterfly was found in similar situations to J. icilius but was nowhere near as common. It 
was seen at several areas on the Willochra Plain and at Mambray Creek, and the presence of its 
attendant ants, the large meat-ants Iridomyrmcx purpureas (F.Smith) and I. virldiaeneus 
Vichmcycr on the Acacia vlclorlae usually indicated the presence of the butterfly. Flying adult 
butterflies were only seen at Mambray Creek. This butterfly was previously thought to be 
endangered in South Australia, but a number of small colonies have recently been documented 
in the mid-northem areas of the state and it is likely the butterfly is more extensively distributed. 
Its preferred foodplant Acacia vicloriao, is common in open, usually degraded, pastoral areas of 
the mid-north. Flinders Ranges, far north and northeast portions of the state. Interestingly, J. 
icilius larvae placed on A. victoriae harbouring J. lithochroa larvae were promptly attacked by 
the attendant meat-ants, although this may have been due to a residual smell of the small 
Iridomyrmcx ants. L. Hunt has reported (pers. comm.) that larvae taken from A. victoriae 
transferred to Acacia pycnantha Bcnth., although the author, and Common and Waterhouse 
(1981) could not get the larvae to transfer. These larvae attained maturity at a much better rate 
than on the/I victoriae. 

Candalidcs cyprotus cyprotus (Oliff) 

This butterfly was encountered at two localities in the southern Flinders Ranges, and again at a 
later date (14 December) at Kimba. The first Flinders Ranges site was at Orroroo within some 
pristine limestone mallec, where a female was seen flying. A search of nearby Proteaceae plants 
indicated the presence of eggs of the butterfly on Grevillea huegelii Meissner, the first time 
immature stages of this butterfly have been reported from South Australia. Conospermum and 
Hakea spp (Proteaceae) were not present. The eggs occurred singly on half developed flower 
heads, situated on the western side of the plant, and mostly on the lower half of tire plant which 
grows to 1.5 m height. Old eat marks on the leaf vegetation of the plant were not evident. The 
leaves of this plant arc small and trident shaped, and mature growth is extremely tough and 
prickly. The flowers occur in large, dark-red racemes. The plant usually produces soft, young 
growth about half way through the flowering stage. Four ant species were active on the egg 
bearing grevillea at the time; a small black Iridomyrmcx sp, a larger bright-red and black 
Iridomyrmex sp and black sugar-ants, Camponotus chalceus Crawley and a species belonging 
to the Camponotus capito group. 

The second encounter of the butterfly was to the north of Orroroo where another (very large) 
female was seen flying around a small pristine grove of Hakea leucoptera R_Br. This grove 
was kilometres from any other native shrubland and it therefore posed the possibility that the 
butterfly was using the Hakea as a foodplant, although there was no evidence for its habitation 
on the Hakea, which was not in flower or producing new growth. Interestingly, subsequent to 
this encounter, during a chance meeting with Peter Hudson at the Zoology Department of the 
Adelaide University, he mentioned he once took an immature Lycacnid looking larva from the 
flowers of Hakea leucoptera growing in the Middleback Ranges of Eyre Peninsula in early 
1976. He continued to feed it the flowers and young growth of the Hakea, and it eventually 
pupated. The butterfly emerged (damaged) a year later on 23 March 1977. The butterfly and 
empty pupal case were forwarded to the South Australian Museum, where unfortunately, they 
were misplaced. These were looked for by the author and the pupal shell was relocated and 
found to be C. cyprotus, the butterfly has not been located. The former Hakea observation 
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suggests the butterfly is capable of laying eggs which remain in a dormant state until at such 
time as the foodplant produces flowers and new growth, the trigger as to what causes the egg 
development to coincide with this growth cycle can only be surmised. 

At Kimba only a couple of empty eggs were seen on young flowers of Grevillea huegelii. Ants 
present on the same bush at tire time were small black Iridomymex sp and the Podomyrma sp 
brown ant with two yellow dorso-lateral abdominal spots. It is suspected the former ant is the 
usual attendant ant for the butterfly larvae. These grevilleas were in flower and producing soft 
new growth. The larval stages could not be found and the butterfly was not flying. Hakea 
cycloplera R.Br. was also common in tire area but was not in flower or producing young 
growth, and tire immature stages of tire butterfly were not seen on it. 

Some of the eggs from the first encounter were taken back to Adelaide but due to a preservation 
accident only two eggs survived the trip. G. huegelii is a rare plant in the southern area of die 
state and die emergent larvae had to be introduced to other Protcaceae plants for survival. 

The early stages are similar to the data provided by Atkins and Heinrich 1987. The egg (Fig. 
1), is similar to die Candalidcs eggs of the Candalidcs, Erina and Microsccna sccdons of Titc 
(1963) as illustrated in Fisher (1978), and of Zelona dclospiia (Waterhouse), illustrated in 
Braby (1995). It is pale green, with a very small darker green micropylar area. It is 
hemispherical in shape, basally flattened, with a coarsely redculatcd, strongly raised pattern 
which continues to the edge of the micropylar area, and with very slight blunt projections at the 
pattern intersections. The intra-rcticulatcd chorion area is pitted. The reticulation is usually 
very irregular due to the pattern consisting of shapes varying from quadrangular to hexagonal. 
(The trigonal reticulation illustrated by Atkins and Heinrich 1987, was not evident). 
Occasionally, when die pattern is more regular, a spiral effect is noticeable in the reticulation. 
The first instar larva is pale yellowish-green on emergence, but gradually took on pink 
markings, producing pink lateral and dorsal lines and oblique dorso-lateral marks. There arc 
numerous very long, coarse, dorsal and lateral setae, which had conical, rounded bases and 
acute tips. On thoracic segment (TS) 1, there are at least three pairs of forward directed, dark 
setae. The lateral setae, pale colored with dark brown bases, consisted of tiiree paired sets. The 
longer pair are placed anteriorly and are spreading, the shorter pairs becoming progressively 
shorter posteriorly and are recurved. Posteriorly there arc four pairs of long, spreading dark 
setae. The dorsal setae consist mostly of two paired sets. On TS 2 they are long, dark, 
recurved and set side by side. On TS 3 and abdominal segments (AS) 1-6, the setae consist of a 
long, dark, recurved pair, and a shorter, pale, rctrorsc pair set posterior to the long pair. On AS 
7 there is only a single pair of long setae, dark and recurved. There are also a few, minute, 
dark-brown knobbed secondary setae scattered along the body. The prothoracic and anal plates 
arc light green with dark brown markings. The head is dark brown, smooth and shining. The 
first instar larvae ate the G. huegelii flowers, by boring holes into the calyx of the young 
flowers to get to the soft internal stigma tissue and eventually entered inside the calyx tube as 
the flower continued to grow and enlarge, and cat the remainder of the internal tissue. The first 
instar lasted about four days. 

The second instar larva is onisciform, appearing scalloped laterally and dorsally due to the 
presence of tubercles. The latter are formed in the same'manner as present in the third and final 
instars. The colour is pale yellowish-green, with pink markings and a white lateral line, and the 
long setae arc still present. There is an additional row of pale, sub-lateral setae. There arc three 
dorsal pairs of long, dark setae on the tubercles of TS 2-3 and AS 1-6. The first and third pair 
are recurved, the second pair arc the longest and only slightly recurved. On AS 2-3 the pairs arc 
split between the two rows of tubercles (ie. three setae to each tubercle). The lateral setae are 
pale, extended and occur in paired sets of four. The third pair being the longest. In the absence 
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of G. huegelil the second instar larvae were given to cat the flowers of the grevillea hybrid 
'Robyn Gordon' (G. banksil x G. bipinnalifida), which they eventually did, by eating the whole 
flower. This instar lasted five days. 

The third instar is initially yellowish-brown with yellow and pink markings, but later changes 
back to light green with pink markings and a pale lateral line. Long dorsal and lateral setae arc 
still present. The dorsal setae are dark and two paired, with one pair being much longer than the 
other. The lateral setae are pale. Anterior and posterior setae arc dark. This instar lasted nine 
days. They were given to cat, the flowers of Conospermum patens Schldl., grevillea 'Robyn 
Gordon', Grevillea lavandulacea Schldl., G. ilicifalia (R_Br.)R.Br. and the flowers and young 
growth of Hakca muellcriana J.BIack. With the C. patens they only ate the flower stalk, 
immediately below the flower, in a similar fashion to that described by Atkins and Heinrich 
1987. They also ate the flowers of'Robyn Gordon', G. lavandulacea, and both the flowers and 
young growth of the Hakea. 

The fourth and final instar is about 20 mm long at maturity. It is bright, multicoloured and 
complexly marked, and similarly shaped as illustrated by Atkins and Heinrich 1987. There are 
a large number of well developed body tubercles. Laterally, there arc two pairs on TS 1, one 
pair on each segment from TS 2 to AS 7 (greatly reduced on AS 7), a greatly extended pair on 
AS 8 and a further greatly reduced pair at the posterior end. The dorsal tubercles are strongly 
developed and elevated, and are present on TS 1-3 (very weakly developed on TS 1) and AS 1- 
6. The tubercles arc paired and separated on TS 1-3, but single on AS 1-6. (The small inner 
dorsal tubercles on AS 8 and the large dorsal tubercles on TS 2, as illustrated by Atkins and 
Heinrich 1987, were not evident.) The tubercles are covered in setae of variable length, but are 
only long laterally where there arc a couple of long setae per segment The setae are purple 
coloured dorsally, anteriorly and posteriorly, but arc pale coloured laterally except for the 
extended tubercles on AS 8 which arc purple. The general body colour is yellowish-green with 
purple, oblique subdorsal markings, edged white on the dorsal side. The dorsal tubercles are 
basally yellowish-orange, the lateral tubercles are also yellowish-orange, edged white then 
yellowish-brown anteriorly. Short, pale sublatcral setae arc common. Median dorsal and 
dorsolateral organs arc present, but not raised. The head is light-brown, smooth and shining. 
The larvae arc covered in minute secondary setae. The base of which is fluted (as illustrated for 
Ogyris amaryllis in Common and Waterhouse 1981, p 417), the stalk portion is club shaped, 
but very strongly bent near the base, the tip is acute and the club is spinosc with very short, 
antrorsc directed spines. At the beginning of pupal eedysis, there is a marked colouration 
change in the larvae, with the green coloured areas fading and becoming translucent The other 
main colours remain, but with the addition of a bright turquoise colouration sublatcrally and 
also at the base of the orange marks on the dorsal tubercles. At the point of pupation the larva 
goes translucent, but the anterior, dorsal and extended AS 8 tubercles, and the original purple 
dorso-latcral markings are all brilliant turquoise. The lateral tubercles go white. 

In addition to the previous plants mentioned, the fourth instars were given a variety of other 
Protcaccac plants to eat, including the flowers and young growth of Adcnanthos terminalis 
R.Br., Banksia marginata Cav., Banksla ornata F.Mucll. ex Meissner, Hakea carinata 
F.Muell. ex Meissner and Isopogon ceratophyllus R.Br. They would not cat any of these 
plants. They initially ate young leaves of G. ilicifolia but eventually moved back to the young 
growth of H. muelleriana, and it is possible tliis Hakea may be a natural foodplant. 

The fourth instar duration was 11 days. Only one larva pupated successfully. The pupa was as 
illustrated by Atkins and Heinrich 1987, 14 mm long, mottled brown and grey. (The empty 
pupal case from the Middlcback Ranges was light yellowish-brown.) The pupal duration was 
24 days, the butterfly emerging a perfect male. This rapid emergence was unusual as it was 
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generally believed the butterfly was single brooded, and it may therefore indicate the butterfly is 
capable of at least two successive spring broods, or may even be capable of continuous broods 
provided a succession of flowering and shooting foodplants are available. 

In the Mount Lofty region there is a small tree Viminaria juncca (Schrader & \Vcndl.)Hoffsgg. 
(Lcguminosac/Papilionoidcac), associated with the fringes of swamps, which is morphologically 
very similar to the Jacksonia scoparia (Leguminosac/Papilionoideae) of the eastern states, a 
reported foodplant for C. cyprotus. This Viminaria occurs in areas from which C. cyprotus has 
been recorded but as yet the butterfly has not been seen to utilize it as a foodplant. 

Candalidcs licallii hcathi (Cox) 

This butterfly was seen at Kanyaka and Orroroo. Its foodplant could not bo found. 

Candalidcs hyacinthinus simplex (Tepper) 

At Kimba this butterfly was using Cassylha peninsularis peninsuiaris J.Weber (Lauraccae) for 
a foodplant and the larvae were attended by a few, very small black ants Ochetellus sp. The 
early instar larvae ate the immature flower buds by hollowing out the contents. The fourth 
instar larvae transferred readily to Cassylha meiantha R.Br. after the C. peninsularis could not 
be locally obtained, eating the young growth, but would not touch Cassylha glabella dispar 
(Schldl.)J.Wcbcr or C. puhcscens R.Br. 

Nacaduba biocellata biocellata (C. & R. Felder) 

In the southern Flinders Ranges, this butterfly was extremely common about all budding 
Acacia, occurring in hundreds. The larval stages were equally at home with or without 
attendant ants. They were always present on the same Acacia victoriae as the Jalmenus spp 
and also used their attendant ants, including both species of the large meat-ants. 

Neolucia agricola agricola (Westwood) 

This butterfly was seen to the north of Orroroo, particularly around its preferred foodplant 
Eutaxia microphylla microphylla (R.Br.)J.Black (Leguminosac/Papilionoideae). 

Theclinesthes miskini miskini (T.P. Lucas) 

This butterfly was only encountered hill-topping, where males were often common. 

Lampides boeticus (Linnaeus) 

A new foodplant from near Orroroo was Swainsona slipularis F.Muell. 
(Leguminosac/Papilionoideae). The larvae were not attended by ants. 
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RECENT ARTICLES OF INTEREST 


Compiled by Ian Faithfull 

Group focus on biological control of dock. Mortlake Despatch , 2 October 1996 [cr. 
F.Richardson]; Michelle Anderson, Moth dock weed trial. Country News (Shepparton) 18 
November p.5 [cr. A.Lambrccht]; Moth release targets noxious dock weed. Mominglon 
Peninsula Leader, 26 Nov. p.l 1; Moth to eradicate dock. The Southern Peninsula Local, 10 
Dec.; Moths tackle problem weeds. Westernport Trader, 17 Dec. p. 14. The Moroccan 
clcarwing moth or dock moth, Chamaesphecia doryliformis (Sesiidac), is being released around 
Victoria by the Keith Turnbull Research Institute as a biological control for large rooted docks 
(Rumcx spp). Eggs arc provided on toothpicks, to which they arc glued. These arc stuck into 
the cut stalks of the dock plants. The larva feeds in the root over summer and can kill the plant. 
The release program will be continued for another two years. 

St Helens Shclterbelters dock moth second generation found. Moyne Gazette (Koroit), 11 
Dec. 1996, p.l I. Breakthrough in dock moth larva. The Standard (Warmambool) 12 Dec. 
p. 17. The Shelterbelters, a Landcarc group at St Helens near Port Fairy, have discovered the 
first evidence that the dock moth, C. doryliformis, a Mediterranean climate insect, can survive 
and breed in Victoria. The group is monitoring a number of release sites on farms in the district 
and have found that releases of eggs in spring and early summer will be more successful than 
those in mid to late summer, [cr. S.Rowbottom] 

Hunt, P., 1996. Farmers urged to help test insects. Weekly Times 4 Dec., p.21. General 
examination of successful and unsuccessful weed biological control programs in Victoria run by 
the Keith Turnbull Research Institute including the use of insect agents against English broom, 
horchound, Paterson's curse and St. John's wort. 

Landcare Notes: Biological Control. Biological control of Paterson's curse with the 
taproot flea beetle. BC 021, Keith Turnbull Research Institute, Dept, of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Victoria, December 1996. Description, life cycle, impact, and use of the 
chrysomelid Longitarsus echii against the noxious weed Echlum plantagineum. This small 
beetle was released in Australia for the first time in spring 1996. Larvae live in the taproot. 

Yeoh, P.B. and Scott, J.K., 1996. Utilising existing natural enemies to enhance control of 
Emcx australis in south-west Australia. Emex australis Biology, Management and Research 
Proceedings of a Workshop Held at CSIRO Floreat Laboratories, Western Australia 11 
December 1995, pp. 162-4. There arc two important enemies of this weed, the native dock 
sawfly, Lophyrotoma analis, and the accidentally introduced dock aphid, Brachycaudus 
rumexicolens. Strategics arc suggested for increasing the damage caused by the aphid. 

Scott, J.K. and Yeoh, P.B., 1996. Assessment of potential biological control insects 
associated with Emex spinosa. Op.cit. pp. 165-7. Seven exotic species proposed as potential 
agents for spiny emex. Host specificity testing of the weevil Apion miniatum was nearly 
complete. 

Young, L., 1996. Dust mite level link to asthma. The Age (Melbourne) 14 Nov., p.A7. 
Exposure of children to house dust mites, Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus (Acacarina: 
Pyroglyphidac) during the first six months of life is linked to the development of asthma in later 
childhood. Australian homes have 100 times more dust mites than those in North America and 
Europe. 
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Morris, 1996. The world's first study of Cheyletus tcnuipllts Part Two. Australasian 

Science 17(3): 48-50. 12 year old Michael Morris has made the first Australian records and the 
first biological studies of this European mite, a predator of house dust mites. On average the 
predatory mite kills 10-12 dust mites over a 24 hr period and could be an environmentally 
friendly way to control them. C. tenuipilis is slightly allergenic to some people but appears not 
to live on human body fluids or cause skin irritation. 

Pisasalc, M., 1996. Leaf blister sawfly damage in eucalypt plantations. Agroforestry News 
(Private Forestry Section, Dept Natural Resources and Environment) 5(3): 8-9. Plantation 
eucalypts, particularly £ grandis, £ saligna and £ maculata, are vulnerable to attack by 
Phylacteophaga froggalti, one of the leaf blister sawflics. It causes light brown blisters on the 
upper sides of leaves. Heavy infestations can result in complete defoliation. Pisasalc, a student 
at ANU, is studying the parasitoids of the sawfly and attempting to identify the eucalypt 
provenances which arc more susceptible to attack. 

Van Praagh, B.D., 1996. Adult and larval counts of the Eltham copper butterfly, Paralucia 
pyrodiscus lucida Crosby 1993-1995. Flora and Fauna Technical Report No. 144, 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmmcnt, Sept. ISSN 1326-6446. Surveys at 
Kiata, Salisbury, Castlemainc and Eltham, a part of implementation of the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee management plan. Drought appears to have had a severe effect and estimated 
numbers were lower than previously recorded. Long term monitoring is needed. 

Peters, B.C. and Fitzgerald, C.J., 1996. Anobiid pest of timber in Queensland: a literature 
review. Australian Forestry 59(3): 130-5. Only two species, the Queensland pine beetle, 
Calymmaderus Incisus, and the furniture beetle, Anobium punctatum, are economically 
important pests, primarily of pine timbers. Biology, damage and management described in 
detail for these 2 spp. Current control measures should not be relaxed despite pressure from 
some sections of the timber industry. 59 references; no pictures. 

Recher, H.F. and Major, ]., 1996. One humble gum tree, home to 1,000 species. Geo 
Australasia 18(6): 20-9. More details on Recher and Major's claims that estimates of the 
number of invertebrate species in Australia are 4 to 40 times too low (See RAI in Vic.Ent. 
26(6)). Invertebrates on the canopy foliage of 4 spp. of Eucalyptus were systematically sampled 
over 1-2 years by insecticide fogging. 180,000 specimens were collected and 67,000 were 
identified to species level. Recher and Majer found over 1,600 species and consider this 
"nothing short of amazing". Resources were not available "to fully sort all the hard-to-identify 
juvenile spiders and parasitic hymenoptera" so there could have been nearer 2,000 species. Of 
the insect species found on £ crebra "only half 1 were found on £ mollucana "and vice versa". 
For the purposes of argument Recher and Majer assume that there are 500 arthropod spp. per 
eucalypt spp., 10-30% of which arc host specific, and that there are 700 eucalypt species. 
Therefore 35,000-105,00 arthropod spp. (0.1 or 0.3 x 500 x 700) "will be found on no more 
than one kind of gum tree”. By making another scries of assumptions Recher and Majer 
conclude that "it doesn't seem excessive to expect 250,000 arthropod species living in 
association with this single genus" (multiply by a factor of 2.38 - 7.14) and that "the number of 
species of animal on the continent must exceed a million" (multiply by 4). The assumption "that 
each species of insect and spider has its own set of parasites, commensals and hitchhikers" leads 
to the "realistic" conclusion that "the number of species in Australia is probably a lot closer to 
10 million" (multiply by 10). Therefore, it is concluded that estimates of the total number of 
species in Australia are "between four and 40 times too low". 

Zlotkowski, M., 1996. Butterfly raiders cop S2000 fines. Cairns Post 11 Nov. Trevor 
Williams and Noel Stockton of Nambour were fined but no convictions were recorded after 
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"what is believed to be Queensland's first prosecution for insect gathering". Collecting gear, 68 
butterflies, live caterpillars and pupae "seized" in the Iron Range Resource Reserve in July were 
"forfeited to the Crown". Acting Regional Director of the Department of Environment, Lindsay 
Dclzoppo, is reported as stating that "Some of the specimens, such as the coveted Iron Range 
birdwing butterfly, were worth tens of thousands of dollars to avid collectors on tire 
international insect market"; and that "insect smuggling was on the increase in the region", [cr. 
J.Hascnpusch per K.Dunn], [According to K.Dunn: "The most expensive birdwings O. 
alexandrae and O. ollalei sell for only about $2000 pair. It is doubtful that O.p.macalpinei 
pupa would sell for more that c.SlOO.J 

Ball, M., 1996. Baits beat blowflies. Weekly Times 27 Nov., p.71. Sheep grazier's blowfly 
trap; 200 litre fuel drums, painted yellow, holes drilled in tire side to let in Lucilia cuprina but 
not brown blowflies, lids with clear perspex window, sheep intestine baits with insecticide, put 
out in late winter at sheep camps and in wooded areas. 

Mozzic a misery at wetlands, Frankston Independent 26 Nov.1996 p.l; Fleming, R., Mum's 
plea for action on mozzies, Frankston Standard 25 Nov.1996, p.l; Wilson, S., Mozzie spray 
of wetlands. Council acts on resident complaints, Frankston Standard 2 Dec. 1996 p.20. 
Complaints by people who have chosen to live near the Seaford Wetlands who claim they arc 
being "held hostage" by the "plagues" of Aedes camptorhynchus, southern saltmarsh mosquito, 
and want “to eradicate mosquitoes from the wetlands once and for all". One resident "does not 
want to use Aerogaurd" personal insect repellent. A negligent mother complainant allowed her 
baby to be bitten “105" ( FS 25 Nov.) or "120" ( FS 2 Dec.) times. The baby needed cortisone 
and antibiotics. Council inspectors "found no evidence of mosquito breeding in the swamp" (FI 
26 Nov). The area was last sprayed using moskil in February 1996 and was expected to be 
treated again in late November. 

People in the landscape. Outdoors (Quarterly Magazine of the Dept, of Natural Resources 
and Environment) No. 9, Summer 1996-97, p.17. Sue Haddon of Ballarat University 
discovered an endangered sun-moth (illustrated in colour but not identified - Synemon 
?parthenoides) in remnant native grasslands on the farm of Jack and Jean Wishart at Korong 
Vale, near Wedderbum. The Wisharts have run stock on their native grasslands for 100 years. 

Softly softly on psyllid bug. Outdoors No. 9, Summer 1996-97, p.20-1. Cardiaspina biloba 
infestation in Eucalyptus regnans forests of the central highlands of Vic., first noticed 1984, 
reached signif. numbers by 1993, infests 15,000 ha, 2,000 ha severely, possibly due to spate of 
moist summers. Control measures not yet taken. 

Gray, D., 1997. Why the cicadas are singing so softly. Sunday Age (Melbourne), 5 Jan. p.7. 
There are low populations of Cyclochila australasiac this summer in Melbourne according to 
Dr David Young of Melbourne Uni. Reduced numbers arc blamed on the cool weather this 
season and heavy rains, very hot weather, or most likely, according to Max Moulds, dry 
conditions 6 or 7 years ago when the neonate nymphs hatched, (cr. K.Dunn) 

Thanks to F.Richardson, A.Lambrecht, S.Rowbottom, T.Hawkeswood, K.Dunn and J. 
Hascnpusch per K.Dunn for contributions. 


Please forward material suitable for inclusion in "Recent Articles of Interest" to the compiler at 
5/30-32 Finlay Street, Frankston, Vic., 3199. Of particular interest is the more ephemeral 
literature: articles in local newspapers, pamphlets, etc., and material with direct relevance to 
entomology in Victoria. 
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A few of the members and friends at Island Creek Picnic Ground, Kinglake National Park 
during the survey held by the society on 8 December 1996. From left to right Les Barrow 
(operating the macro photography equipment), Cuong van Huynh, Aaron Dobrosak and Kclvyn 
Dunn. 


FOR SALE 



Pre 1995 copies of Victorian Entomologist will be offered 
for sale at the price of $1 per issue. Please contact the 
Editor for issue availability details. 
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